Our Mission

Mount Merici Academy is dedicated to nurturing the whole child – mind, body and spirit – providing love and guidance so that students can achieve their personal best. In partnership with families, our mission is to instill Christ-centered values of respect, responsibility and self-discipline, teaching students in the Ursuline Serviam tradition of service to our community and the world.

WELCOME TO

MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Grade: Pre - Kindergarten

Teacher: Mrs. Turmelle
Assistant Teacher: Mrs. Palmer
Ed Tech: Mrs. Shaw

School Year: 2022 – 2023
Statement of Philosophy and Classroom Management Plan
Discipline is an important part of a child’s development and learning process.

Teachers and parents working together to set limits and personal goals concerning behavior is a priority we will strive to achieve.  Our goal is to educate the whole child which also includes positive discipline strategies.  Guiding children:
· Positive reinforcement

· Redirection

· Giving children the ability to direct themselves

· Clear age-appropriate classroom rules

Positive reinforcement is used to verbally praise and encourage children to make choices that will have a positive outcome when making decisions. We feel it is important for parents to be involved in helping their child to make decisions that will meet their needs in a positive manner.

 
We believe there are effective ways to praise a child.   When using positive reinforcement to improve or change a child’s behavior, there are guidelines that we strive to follow.  Positive reinforcement should be done immediately. Often, the teacher will make eye contact and praise behavior. 


Redirecting a child when a conflict arises is often chosen instead of using the time out method.  We find that redirecting a child helps to build cooperation skills and good decision-making skills. Children will gain self control and avoid a power struggle.


Even though our children are preschool learners we feel it is important to display our classroom rules in writing.  These rules will be reviewed during morning meeting. 

Classroom rules:

· Use kind words

· Be quick to forgive

· Think before acting

· Listen

· Take turns

· Talk it over

When a serious offense occurs, a firm consequence will take place. A time out will be used as a calming down period.  This will give the child time to reflect and talk one-on- one with the teacher.  We feel it is important, during these more serious situations, that the parent needs to be informed in 
writing as to what took place. The intention of a behavior slip is to communicate openly with the parent and give the child the opportunity to 
break down what had happened. A behavioral slip will be sent home with the following information:
· Tell what happened.
· What classroom rules did you not follow?

· What should happen now?

· Teachers’ decision on what should happen (consequence)

· How can you work on this so it will not happen again?

· Teacher will sign and date. Copy will be sent home to parent.
· If behavior continues, a parent teacher conference will take place. 

Our goal as teachers is to give each child the opportunity to grow and develop to their full potential.
                                    Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum

(Some examples included below)

1. Religion
a. As a prerequisite to coming to know God, it is important for the students to know and appreciate themselves and family and how special they all are.

2. Social Development 
The student will have opportunity to:
a. participate in large group activities

b. practice responsibility

c. be able to take care of his or her own needs

d. exercise self-control 

e. respect the needs and right of others

f. learn and accept class routine

g. follow simple directions

3. Language Arts
The student will have opportunity to:
a. recognize his/her first and last name when heard

b. recognize his/her first name when printed
c. enjoy and understand stories read to him/her

d. follow oral directions (one-two-and three step)

e. use complete sentences when making a statement or asking a question

f. participate in group discussion

g. recall details of oral communication

h. participate in plays, skits, puppetry, and other types of drama

i. participate in group recitation of finger play and nursery rhymes

j. develop individual stories through picture

k. say full name, address, and telephone number
4. Mathematical Concepts
Students in Pre-Kindergarten class will be introduced to math through the use of concrete materials. They will learn mostly by hands on and visual manipulatives. Students will have opportunity to:
a. sort and classify objects in numerous ways

b. develop a sense of pattern

c. understand the counting order

d. make comparisons in size, measurement, etc…

e. recognize basic numbers by sight 1-20
5. Science Exploration 
The primary objective in Pre-Kindergarten at Mount Merici Academy will be to establish an early foundation and awareness of scientific discovery and exploration. Through exposure and introductory activities of a hands-on and interactive learning nature, science will then be built upon in a more academically structured manner while continuing to incorporate “learning-by doing” further during grades Kindergarten through Grade Six.
a. explore their five senses

b. observe changes in weather

c. compare forms of plant and animal life

d. gain respect for their environment

e. develop an understanding of their own growth

f. become aware of the living things around us

6. Social Studies
The students will have the opportunity to experience the following as they learn to become better citizens:

a. learn to recognize their place in the family

b. develop a positive self concept

c.  Child Lures Child Safety program will be introduced to the    

     children to help guide them in learning about their personal safety.
7. Technology

· Children will be introduced to computers through tablets

· Including development of hand-eye coordination

· Math Concepts

· Language Arts, and Literature 

· Practice using the keyboard

8. Physical Education

Students in Pre-Kindergarten classroom will gain commitment to personal health and well-being through activities that require them to share with others and participate in large group activities. The students will be introduced to equipment such as balls, hula hoops, jump ropes, etc…Much emphasis will be placed upon gross motor skills, cooperation, sharing and respect for others.

9. Art

Pre-Kindergarten students will, throughout the year, have many different opportunities to express themselves through a variety of materials. (Finger-paints, watercolors, colored chalk, glue, crayons, and clay. This is an enjoyment period for the students and will give them more ways of expressing themselves.

10. Music                                                                                                                     The children will be able to enjoy singing and hands on experiences with musical instruments. They will discover that this too is a way of expressing themselves and is a form of art.

Pre-K Daily Schedule
7:20-7:40               Drop Off/Free Play
7:45 - 8:00

Our day begins/Morning Meeting
8:00 - 8:50

Free play and small group time. Small group time is 

different from day to day.

8:50 - 9:00

Bell rings for clean up time.

9:00 - 9:15

Circle time (calendar, story time, circle time activity).
9:15 - 9:45

Snack time/Books and Puzzles 

9:45 - 9:55

Bathroom, drinks, heads down for short rest to get ready 

for next activity.

9:55 - 10:30

Instructional academic time.
10:30 - 10:45
Prayer and pack up to go home.
10:45 - 11:00
Recess
Childcare Program

11:05 - 11:35
Lunch Time
11:35 - 11:45
Bathroom, drinks, get ready for rest time

11:45 - 12:45
Rest time

12:45 - 1:30

Free play

1:30 - 1:45

Clean up, pack for dismissal or merge into Aftercare.
LIBRARY TIME AT MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY

General Library Curriculum
PreK Through Grade Two

Library time begins with a story at all grade levels. Choosing which book to read depends on a number of variables. First, the grade level of the class is considered. In grades PreK and kindergarten, a picture book is chosen. Sometimes the book will highlight a particular issue, such as getting along with each other. For instance, if children have been arguing on the recess playground, a book might be read that deals with friends cooperating and working out differences together. Christian values such as kindness, love, caring and respect are often threaded into the stories and discussed. Many

times, humorous stories are read for fun. Holiday stories are always enjoyed at holiday times. In grades one and two, more advanced picture books are read and chapter books are introduced. This gets many of the students interested in some of the more popular\beginning level chapter books that are available in the library. Students will also learn about and read nonfiction books. This helps them get an idea of what we have in the library collection, as well as enrich topics they are currently studying in their respective classrooms. At all levels, library skills are taught periodically throughout the year so that students know how to use a library for both research and enjoyment.
Grades Three Through Five

In grades three through five, a variety of texts are read. Students will read picture books, chapter books, graphic novels, and sample novels with First Chapter Book Tastings. This is a wonderful way to get the older students interested in new authors or perhaps a certain genre of books such as mystery or historical fiction.

Junior High School Library

The library for the middle school is available to all students wishing to conduct research or simply to choose a book for their enjoyment. The library is a great resource that can help students to develop skills in critical thinking, writing, and overall lifetime learning.

Statement of Philosophy – Library

Library time is meant to provide students with two basics: one being to enhance a child’s joy of reading and the other to learn the mechanics of using a library. In learning to use the library, respect, cooperation, consideration, and responsibility are continually discussed and stressed.

Library Management Plan

The library is a walking place.
Please use an inside voice.
Please respect our books.
Positive Reinforcement for Appropriate Behavior

Verbal praise

Classroom teacher informed of a good library time

Consequences of Inappropriate Behavior

Verbal reminder of rules

Classroom teacher notified of behavior

Loss of following week’s library time
