Our Mission

Mount Merici Academy is dedicated to nurturing the whole child – mind, body and spirit – providing love and guidance so that students can achieve their personal best. In partnership with families, our mission is to instill Christ-centered values of respect, responsibility and self-discipline, teaching students in the Ursuline Serviam tradition of service to our community and the world.

WELCOME TO

MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Grade 5

Teacher: Mrs. Beers

School Year: 2022 – 2023
Curriculum Overview
Reading: We will be reading nonstop in 5th grade! Some books will be whole class, some in small groups as part of an author or theme study, and some independently. We will also read shorter articles or excerpts beyond our reading ability to hone our reading and comprehension skills. We will analyze, summarize, and compare the books we read and present our findings. We will rate, recommend, and respond to what we read. Some examples of our reading material include: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, George Washington’s Socks, The Phantom Tollbooth, and author studies on Andrew Clements and Roald Dahl. We will also explore different genres, including realistic fiction, historical fiction, biographies, mystery, poetry, fantasy, and science fiction.

Writing: The focus in 5th grade writing will be on expository writing. We will improve our grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills throughout the year with weekly grammar and written response work. We will become more independent in our ability to proofread and organize our own writing. We will also learn to use the writing process to plan, draft, and revise our writing in various genres. 

Math: The Saxon Math program will be used and enriched with various Investigations and Math Labs that explore consumer mathematics, geometry, logic, and problem solving.

Social Studies: We will study United States History. We will begin with early Native Americans then move on to the Massachusetts colonists, the Revolutionary War, Lewis and Clark, and the Civil War. We will supplement the textbook with in-class activities, home projects, online research and reports, reader’s theater, and historical simulations.

Science: We will cover topics in Life Science, Earth Science, and Physical Science. In Life Science, we will study human body systems (muscular, circulatory, and respiratory) and ecosystems. In Earth Science, we will cover weather and space, as well as some work with matter in relation to Chemistry. In Physical Science, we will study forces and motion, electricity, and magnets. Multiple hands on experiences, home projects, labs, and interactive technology will be used to support this curriculum.

Religion Curriculum:
Grades K-3 religion curriculum will include the use of the book Christ Our Life by Loyola Press.  The Christ Our Life Workbook,includes 5 units with a total of 24 weekly lessons.  Grades 3-8 will use the Pflaum Gospel Weekly series. Students will receive a “pamphlet” type packet that focuses on Catholic faith through the Gospels.  Students participate in daily prayer, school wide Liturgies, service projects and daily experiences in living Christian values. Special Liturgical seasonal activities include: Christmas programing, Advent activities, St. Angela study, Lenten projects and Easter season activities. Teaching in the Ursuline tradition will allow the students to grow spiritually and emotionally while learning about God in a safe and supportive environment.
Fifth Grade Classroom Expectations
• The priority in our classroom will be creating a space for students to learn; about themselves, about each other, and about their surroundings. For this to be successful they must feel safe; to make mistakes, to be unsure, and to say “I don’t know.” It will require respect, tolerance, and patience from the teachers and the students and support from their families. In our classroom, the expectations (or rules) are simple.

~ Show kindness.

~ Show respect.

~ Take care of one another.

~ Take care of our school.

• Fifth graders should feel as though their learning is their responsibility. The purpose of Mount Merici, according to Our Mission, is to nurture their growth, so they can “achieve their personal best.” This means they will have struggles and triumphs. They will hopefully make mistakes and even more hopefully, they will learn from them. They should leave the fifth grade feeling confident in their strengths and comfortable with ways to work on their weaknesses. They will mature, they will grow, and they will eventually succeed. 

• In conjunction with the learning expectations for fifth grade, the consequences for repeated poor choices will depend upon the action. Verbal reminders will always be given at the outset, but repeated behavior patterns will result in parent and/or principal involvement. 

• Fifth grade students and families can expect approximately 45 minutes to an hour of homework each night. As the year progresses, students will have the opportunity to practice time management; in other words, using their time wisely one night means they have less work another night. 

~ All homework should be completed to the best of their ability.  

~ No homework will require unfamiliar skills.

~ PARENTS!! If you feel your fifth grader does not understand 

something, please send the work in incomplete with a note from 
you. If they did not understand it, chances are they are not alone. I will find time the following day to go over it with them at no grade-related penalty.
~ Projects, reports, papers, etc. will all have deadlines that will be 

shared via email (with you), and in their planners. 
How to Succeed in Fifth Grade…
-Make sure your fifth grader arrives at school on time. We
encourage arrival to be no later than 7:40. Our day begins at 7:45. They need those five minutes, I promise!

-Provide them with the space and time at home to complete their homework. Feel free to check that it is done and point out simple errors, but please do not feel you have to correct it. That’s what I get paid for (and it helps me understand where I need to do a little more work). ☺
-Let them be independent and responsible. Fifth grade is a low-stakes situation. This is the time for them to make mistakes- forget their gym clothes, leave a book at school, have a disagreement with a friend. The best way for them to learn how to find solutions to these problems is for them to actually solve them and possibly deal with a consequence. For them to succeed later, they need to make mistakes they can learn from now.

-Communicate with me and with your fifth grader. I send weekly emails that include upcoming assignments, graded work I have passed back, and resources to use for at home review. Please do not hesitate to contact me with a concern and I will do the same. Most importantly, trust that we are on the same side. 

Email: jbeers@mountmerici.org
LIBRARY TIME AT MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY

General Library Curriculum

PreK Through Grade Two

Library time begins with a story at all grade levels. Choosing which book to read depends on a number of variables. First, the grade level of the class is considered. In grades PreK and kindergarten, a picture book is chosen. Sometimes the book will highlight a particular issue, such as getting along with each other. For instance, if children have been arguing on the recess playground, a book might be read that deals with friends cooperating and working out differences together. Christian values such as kindness, love, caring and respect are often threaded into the stories and discussed. Many

times, humorous stories are read for fun. Holiday stories are always enjoyed at holiday times. In grades one and two, more advanced picture books are read and chapter books are introduced. This gets many of the students interested in some of the more popular\beginning level chapter books that are available in the library. Students will also learn about and read nonfiction books. This helps them get an idea of what we have in the library collection, as well as enrich topics they are currently studying in their respective classrooms. At all levels, library skills are taught periodically throughout the year so that students know how to use a library for both research and enjoyment.

Grades Three Through Five

In grades three through five, a variety of texts are read. Students will read picture books, chapter books, graphic novels, and sample novels with First Chapter Book Tastings. This is a wonderful way to get the older students interested in new authors or perhaps a certain genre of books such as mystery or historical fiction.

Junior High School Library

The library for the middle school is available to all students wishing to conduct research or simply to choose a book for their enjoyment. The library is a great resource that can help students to develop skills in critical thinking, writing, and overall lifetime learning.

Statement of Philosophy – Library

Library time is meant to provide students with two basics: one being to enhance a child’s joy of reading and the other to learn the mechanics of using a library. In learning to use the library, respect, cooperation, consideration, and responsibilities are continually discussed and stressed.

Library Management Plan

The library is a walking place.

Please use an inside voice.

Please respect our books.

Positive Reinforcement for Appropriate Behavior

Verbal praise

Classroom teacher informed of a good library time

Consequences of Inappropriate Behavior

Verbal reminder of rules

Classroom teacher notified of behavior

Loss of following week’s library time

Art at MMA

Art instruction in the youngest grades (Pre-K – Grade 1) occurs seamlessly as part of activities and projects within the grade level classrooms. Students in grades two through eight experience a separate art class once per week for forty-five - sixty minutes with a teacher who joins them in their classrooms with all necessary supplies. In these art classes, students are met at their developmental level as they learn about the elements of visual art and design (line, color, shape, form, value, space, and texture) and create their own works of art using what they have learned about these essential elements and a variety of media. Brief artist and genre studies are often the springboard for learning about the elements of art and the media to be used in our artwork. Students typically begin the year in Art creating a class collaborative work (to be displayed within the halls of the school) and creating personalized portfolios for the safekeeping of their work as the year progresses. Since the 2020-2021 school year, students have shared their artistic creativity with residents of area nursing homes as part of our Serviam mission.
FRENCH AT MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY

General French Curriculum

A sequential FLES (Foreign Language in the Elementary School) Program is used at Mount Merici Academy.  It is approached as an introduction to the language in the lower grades (K-2) 
with a focus on understanding and speaking.  A sequential development of language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) begins and expands in the middle grades (3-8), with an increasing emphasis on communication that is comprehensible and authentic within the francophone world. Because of the time allocated to our course of study, moderate fluency (intermediate mid on the ACTFL proficiency scale) can be expected of students who have been with our program for the full nine years.  

Early levels of French begin with the basics of communication in social settings: introducing oneself and meeting others in the target language, exchanging pleasantries, expressing feelings, likes and dislikes, and questioning others to learn more about them. Constant, varied repetition of material is necessary in the study of any language, especially at the elementary level.  There is a good deal of conversation in French in every class, and basic vocabulary such as as numbers, colors, calendar talk and weather talk all enter naturally into the classroom as part of our communicative approach to French.
In grades three, four and five, students acquire language via a storytelling method known as TPRS: Total Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling. There is no textbook involved, but rather limited lists of target vocabulary that students acquire via physical gesturing, the telling and dramatizing of silly stories, and the reading aloud of stories familiar to the students. In this storytelling method, vocabulary is not learned in list form, but rather acquired as it is used in context. Students are exposed to grammar at this level, but grammar is not taught explicitly. As students progress through the middle grades, there is an increasing emphasis on the four skills of language: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

A textbook series and corresponding online platform are used in the upper wing grades (6-8).  Entre Cultures Levels 1 and 2 from Wayside Publishing in Freeport is the new series to be implemented during the 2021-2022 school year. It aligns with ACTFL’s proficiency standards (ACTFL: American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages), and the interactive online platform, The Learning Site, provides rich authentic materials for the development of all language skills with a focus on understanding and communication across cultures.
Kindergarten – Grade Two

Kindergarten, grade one and grade two meet for French once each week for thirty minutes.  Songs, role play, games, visual aids, and manipulatives all help bring the language to life. Emphasis at this level is on the interpretive and interpersonal communication skills of listening and speaking. 

Grade Three – Grade Eight

Grades three, four and five meet for thirty minutes, twice per week.  This weekly hour gives the students a greater opportunity for growth in the language. 

In grades three and four, the TPRS method, as referenced above, greatly develops aural and oral skills and gives the students the opportunity to begin communicating in French in a very natural and fun way. TPRS is known alternatively as CI (Comprehensible Input) within the field of world language instruction. Within TPRS/CI method, classes are conducted as close to 100% as possible in the target language, but in such a way that the input the students receive is made comprehensible to them using a variety of techniques. Grades three and four class activities are based on the Raconte-moi TPRS curricular series from Fluency Matters. Story vocabulary is presented at the start of each “episode” using physical gestures to establish meaning, rather than English translation. This vocabulary is then used in-context within a series of silly mini stories that student volunteers dramatize for the class while guided by the teacher “director.” Students learn to recognize question words in French early on as they are asked both to contribute details to the stories and to confirm their understanding of story characters and events that have already been established. The mini stories culminate in an episode story involving a rather bizarre cat. Across grades three and four, reading and writing are introduced gradually, and activities are always based on material that is very familiar to the students. The children quickly demonstrate a strong understanding of spoken French using this method. 

In grade five, students continue acquiring French via TPRS/CI with the more advanced curricular series Raconte-moi Encore! These silly stories also serve as a collective springboard to using the language to communicate more seriously about oneself and one’s family and friends. Grammar is presented seamlessly within the stories as part of the fabric of communication, rather than as an entity in and of itself to be learned, rather than acquired.  Acquisition over learning is the overriding emphasis of a TPRS/CI program. Class activities are designed to give students the opportunity to build on the aural/oral skills they started developing in previous years, as well as more in-depth reading and writing in French.

Students in grades six, seven and eight will be introduced to a new language resource this year (2021-2022) as mentioned more generally earlier on. Entre Cultures 1 and 2 from Wayside Publishing is an exciting up-to-date series (Level 1, 2019; Level 2, 2020) that is standards and proficiency-based. As described by Wayside Publishing, “The standards-based Entre Cultures program is all about teaching French language and culture to novice through intermediate learners through the lens of interculturality. Students discover appropriate ways to interact with a variety of perspectives by exploring the lives of teens across the francophone world.” (https://www.waysidepublishing.com/titles/french/entrecultures-1) 

The textbook’s corresponding digital Learning Site is sure to bring an exciting dynamic to our French program as students access authentic resources using their new Chromebooks. 

Additionally, upper wing classes experienced the introduction of a pen pal exchange program with a middle school in France during the 2019-2020 school year. Our goal is to continue this program each year to the extent that it remains feasible with the English program of our partner school in Laval France, Collège Pierre Dubois. This program is an excellent cultural exchange that generates a great deal of enthusiasm among students.

By the end of their nine years of continuous exposure to French at Mount Merici, most MMA students can move into a French II program or to study another Romance Language with relative ease and success in any of the area high schools.  

Music

Throughout the music curriculum all students will be introduced to and become familiar with a variety of musical skills and concepts such as rhythm, melody, pitch, harmony, expression and articulation, musical genres, composing, instrument recognition, performance and audience etiquette. The music classroom will use a variety of instruments, songs and activities to help students reach their full musical potential.

Kindergarten through Second Grade

In Kindergarten and first grade students will gain knowledge and understanding of musical skills and concepts by using classroom instruments, body percussion, solfege learning/singing folk songs, and responding to music with movement. Students will be introduced to pitch and melody, rhythm, orchestra instrument families, tempo, basic music notation and proper breathing techniques for singing.

Third Grade through Fifth Grade

In Third grade through Fifth grade students will continue to develop their musical knowledge in rhythm, melody, music notation, solfege, proper singing/ instrument techniques, basic composition, orchestra instruments, and be introduced to different musical genres and composers. Students will also be able to work with a variety of instruments.

Sixth Grade through Eighth Grade

At the junior high level, Students will focus their time on music theory and having the opportunity to apply their skills to different musical instruments. Such as a trumpet, clarinet, flute, saxophone, guitars, keyboards, and violins. Students will also have the opportunity to participate in a small choir to learn proper singing and performing techniques.

