Our Mission

Mount Merici Academy is dedicated to nurturing the whole child – mind, body and spirit – providing love and guidance so that students can achieve their personal best. In partnership with families, our mission is to instill Christ-centered values of respect, responsibility and self-discipline, teaching students in the Ursuline Serviam tradition of service to our community and the world.

WELCOME TO

MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Grade 3

Teacher: Mr. Jones
Ed Tech: Michael (Poppi) Roy
School Year: 2022 – 2023
Curriculum

Third Grade, Mr. Jones

Soft Skills: 

Academic expectations are more challenging in Third Grade.  Additionally, organization (using a planner, maintaining a functional desk, etc.), following directions as given, working with others, patience, resilience and other “soft skills” are integral facets of Third Grade.  Being an accountable, responsible student is a very important goal concurrent with academics.
Math:  

Utilizing Saxon Math, Intermediate 3.  Daily math homework reinforces concepts and processes.  Additionally, we use math games, glyphs and daily “mad minutes” to further math understanding.
Language Arts & Grammar:
Activities beyond textbooks include:  the writing process, including editing and revisions, grammar and parts of speech, penmanship instruction and practice.  We will work on writing well structured sentences and paragraphs with topic sentences ands supporting details.  We also utilize Storyworks Magazine by Scholastic.
Reading:

By Third Grade, the goal is reading to learn versus learning to read, so comprehension is the primary goal.  Reading activities include silent reading, student/teacher guided reading instruction, individual conferencing, class read-alouds and related activities like Readers’ Theater.  We will utilize literature with trade books and reading comprehension activities, learning about synthesizing information from texts and practicing critical thinking skills.  We will also introduce figurative writing tools such as alliteration, personification, idioms and the like.
Spelling:

Our spelling curriculum includes a weekly word list of 20 words from relevant word families and content areas.  A spelling test will be given each week.
Science:
We will learn about:


Life Science- Plants and Ecosystems


Physical Science – Observing Matter and Simple Machines


Earth Science – Weather and Space


Human Body – Five Senses, Skeletal System, and Human Body              
          Systems
Religion Curriculum:
Grades K-3 religion curriculum will include the use of the book Christ Our Life by Loyola Press.  The Christ Our Life Workbook, includes 5 units with a total of 24 weekly lessons.  Grades 3-8 will use the Pflaum Gospel Weekly series. Students will receive a “pamphlet” type packet that focuses on Catholic faith through the Gospels.  Students participate in daily prayer, school wide Liturgies, service projects and daily experiences in living Christian values. Special Liturgical seasonal activities include Christmas programing, Advent activities, St. Angela study, Lenten projects and Easter season activities. Teaching in the Ursuline tradition will allow the students to grow spiritually and emotionally while learning about God in a safe and supportive environment.
Social Studies:

We will learn primarily about U. S. History, Government holidays, Presidents, mapping skills, geography, landforms, and current events.

Weekly Specials:

Gym- Third graders will not be changing for gym class.  They will need to wear their school Phys Ed uniform the days that they have gym class.
Technology 
Art
French and Library 

Music 

HOMEWORK- Students will have homework Monday- Thursday.  Generally, this includes a math sheet reviewing that day’s concepts and a spelling, reading or LA sheet.

We do have several projects throughout the year which are completed at home.  Home projects are more about the process (time management, following directions, etc.) since I will provide content materials.  Students are expected to use a planner each day to write down homework and other important information.  Organization, responsibility and independence are ongoing goals.

For tests, there is usually an opportunity to make corrections to improve a grade, although corrections are valued at ½.  We have letter grades.
Mount Merici Academy

 Third Grade, Mr. Jones
Teaching Philosophy


My goal as a teacher is to facilitate a love of learning and to help my students find their best selves.  As a teacher, it is my responsibility to encourage students to be problem solvers, curious learners and tolerant people.  Recognizing the individual, I will work to nurture each child’s unique gifts and to help overcome challenges in partnership with parents.


Academic expectations are more challenging in Third Grade, as we transition from learning to read, to reading to learn.  Additionally, organization, following directions as given, and other “soft skills” are integral in Third Grade.  When a child reaches third grade, the expectation is for that child to take responsibility for their own actions.  Our goal is to guide students in making positive choices and continuing to teach them that their choices have consequences- good and bad.  Third graders are expected to conduct themselves in a way befitting a blue sweater, being kind in their actions and words to others, as well as being responsible and respectful.  


I ask that students come to school ready to learn with all necessary materials, which could include books, homework, snack, cold lunch (if applicable), working school supplies, glasses (if needed), proper outerwear and clothing for gym or after school activities.   Please have students leave toys or other distracting items at home.

Class Expectations

1.  Be kind to each other.

2.  Be a good listener and take turns speaking.

3.  Take good care of our classroom.

4.  Follow directions.

5.  Complete and turn in homework on time.

6.  Use your planner daily.

7.  Do your best.

Choices Have Consequences


Positive reinforcement of the above expectations include: praise and special privileges.  Consequences for poor choices include:  verbal warning, loss of privileges, a behavior plan and parental involvement.  Again, the goal is to guide students in making positive choices and continuing to teach them that their choices have consequences- good and bad.  

Homework Policy:

Per the policy of Mount Merici, homework is designed to reinforce concepts and practice skills.  Every child is different in the amount of time they need to complete assignments.  Students may receive approximately 30 minutes of homework per night on Monday thru Thursday.  Generally, there are two pieces of homework- one math sheet and a sheet with spelling, reading, science or social studies. This work, unless otherwise noted, is always due the next day in class.  Students are expected to complete their work neatly, completely and by following directions.  Their grades will reflect this effort, not only correct answers.  This is in an effort to teach responsibility and pride in doing one’s best work.  I encourage parents to review homework with their children, but not to correct concept errors at home, so I can provide re-teaching by reviewing the mistakes at school.  Please initial each piece of homework after reviewing it. Any work not turned in on the day it is due will be considered late and will receive less than full credit.  Schoolwork must be turned in to receive credit.  If there are special needs or circumstances, please let me know.  Late and/or incomplete homework will be sent home the following night to be completed, along with current homework.  It is difficult for students to make up late or incomplete homework during our school day, as there is no time to do so.  Recess would be the only possible time, but it’s important for the children to have physical activity at recess time.
FINAL NOTES
I send an email out each Sunday night or Monday with spelling words and other important, highlights for the upcoming week.  My goal is to be a partner with parents, so it follows that parents need to know what we’re doing. To that end, please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns you have.  I’m looking forward to a great year!  
LIBRARY TIME AT MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY

General Library Curriculum

PreK Through Grade Two

Library time begins with a story at all grade levels. Choosing which book to read depends on a number of variables. First, the grade level of the class is considered. In grades PreK and kindergarten, a picture book is chosen. Sometimes the book will highlight a particular issue, such as getting along with each other. For instance, if children have been arguing on the recess playground, a book might be read that deals with friends cooperating and working out differences together. Christian values such as kindness, love, caring and respect are often threaded into the stories and discussed. Many

times, humorous stories are read for fun. Holiday stories are always enjoyed at holiday times. In grades one and two, more advanced picture books are read and chapter books are introduced. This gets many of the students interested in some of the more popular\beginning level chapter books that are available in the library. Students will also learn about and read nonfiction books. This helps them get an idea of what we have in the library collection, as well as enrich topics they are currently studying in their respective classrooms. At all levels, library skills are taught periodically throughout the year so that students know how to use a library for both research and enjoyment.

Grades Three Through Five

In grades three through five, a variety of texts are read. Students will read picture books, chapter books, graphic novels, and sample novels with First Chapter Book Tastings. This is a wonderful way to get the older students interested in new authors or perhaps a certain genre of books such as mystery or historical fiction.

Junior High School Library

The library for the middle school is available to all students wishing to conduct research or simply to choose a book for their enjoyment. The library is a great resource that can help students to develop skills in critical thinking, writing, and overall lifetime learning.

Statement of Philosophy – Library

Library time is meant to provide students with two basics: one being to enhance a child’s joy of reading and the other to learn the mechanics of using a library. In learning to use the library, respect, cooperation, consideration, and responsibility are continually discussed and stressed.

Library Management Plan

The library is a walking place.

Please use an inside voice.

Please respect our books.

Positive Reinforcement for Appropriate Behavior

Verbal praise

Classroom teacher informed of a good library time

Consequences of Inappropriate Behavior

Verbal reminder of rules

Classroom teacher notified of behavior

Loss of following week’s library time

Art at MMA

Art instruction in the youngest grades (Pre-K – Grade 1) occurs seamlessly as part of activities and projects within the grade level classrooms. Students in grades two through eight experience a separate art class once per week for forty-five - sixty minutes with a teacher who joins them in their classrooms with all necessary supplies. In these art classes, students are met at their developmental level as they learn about the elements of visual art and design (line, color, shape, form, value, space, and texture) and create their own works of art using what they have learned about these essential elements and a variety of media. Brief artist and genre studies are often the springboard for learning about the elements of art and the media to be used in our artwork. Students typically begin the year in Art creating a class collaborative work (to be displayed within the halls of the school) and creating personalized portfolios for the safekeeping of their work as the year progresses. Since the 2020-2021 school year, students have shared their artistic creativity with residents of area nursing homes as part of our Serviam mission.
FRENCH AT MOUNT MERICI ACADEMY

General French Curriculum

A sequential FLES (Foreign Language in the Elementary School) Program is used at Mount Merici Academy.  It is approached as an introduction to the language in the lower grades (K-2) with a focus on understanding and speaking.  A sequential development of language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) begins and expands in the middle grades (3-8), with an increasing emphasis on communication that is comprehensible and authentic within the francophone world. Because of the time allocated to our course of study, moderate fluency (intermediate mid on the ACTFL proficiency scale) can be expected of students who have been with our program for the full nine years.  

Early levels of French begin with the basics of communication in social settings: introducing oneself and meeting others in the target language, exchanging pleasantries, expressing feelings, likes and dislikes, and questioning others to learn more about them. Constant, varied repetition of material is necessary in the study of any language, especially at the elementary level.  There is a good deal of conversation in French in every class, and basic vocabulary such as as numbers, colors, calendar talk and weather 
talk all enter naturally into the classroom as part of our communicative approach to French.
In grades three, four and five, students acquire language via a storytelling method known as TPRS: Total Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling. There is no textbook involved, but rather limited lists of target vocabulary that students acquire via physical gesturing, the telling and dramatizing of silly stories, and the reading aloud of stories familiar to the students. In this storytelling method, vocabulary is not learned in list form, but rather acquired as it is used in context. Students are exposed to grammar at this level, but grammar is not taught explicitly. As students progress through the middle grades, there is an increasing emphasis on the four skills of language: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

A textbook series and corresponding online platform are used in the upper wing grades (6-8).  Entre Cultures Levels 1 and 2 from Wayside Publishing in Freeport is the new series to be implemented during the 2021-2022 school year. It aligns with ACTFL’s proficiency standards (ACTFL: American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages), and the interactive online platform, The Learning Site, provides rich authentic materials for the development of all language skills with a focus on understanding and communication across cultures.
Kindergarten – Grade Two

Kindergarten, grade one and grade two meet for French once each week for thirty minutes.  Songs, role play, games, visual aids, and manipulatives all help bring the language to life. Emphasis at this level is on the interpretive and interpersonal communication skills of listening and speaking. 

Grade Three – Grade Eight

Grades three, four and five meet for thirty minutes, twice per week.  This weekly hour gives the students a greater opportunity for growth in the language. 

In grades three and four, the TPRS method, as referenced above, greatly develops aural and oral skills and gives the students the opportunity to begin communicating in French in a very natural and fun way. TPRS is known alternatively as CI (Comprehensible Input) within the field of world language instruction. Within TPRS/CI method, classes are conducted as close to 100% as possible in the target language, but in such a way that the input the students receive is made comprehensible to them using a variety of techniques. Grades three and four class activities are based on the Raconte-moi TPRS curricular series from Fluency Matters. Story vocabulary is presented at the start of each “episode” using physical gestures to establish meaning, rather than English translation. This
vocabulary is then used in-context within a series of silly mini stories that student 
volunteers dramatize for the class while guided by the teacher “director.” Students learn to recognize question words in French early on as they are asked both to contribute details to the stories and to confirm their understanding of story characters and events that have already been established. The mini stories culminate in an episode story involving a rather bizarre cat. Across grades three and four, reading and writing are introduced gradually, and activities are always based on material that is very familiar to the students. The children quickly demonstrate a strong understanding of spoken French using this method. 

In grade five, students continue acquiring French via TPRS/CI with the more advanced curricular series Raconte-moi Encore! These silly stories also serve as a collective springboard to using the language to communicate more seriously about oneself and one’s family and friends. Grammar is presented seamlessly within the stories as part of the fabric of communication, rather than as an entity in and of itself to be learned, rather than acquired.  Acquisition over learning is the overriding emphasis of a TPRS/CI program. Class activities are designed to give students the opportunity to build on the aural/oral skills they started developing in previous years, as well as more in-depth reading and writing in French.

Students in grades six, seven and eight will be introduced to a new language resource this year (2021-2022) as mentioned more generally earlier on. Entre Cultures 1 and 2 from Wayside Publishing is an exciting up-to-date series (Level 1, 2019; Level 2, 2020) that is standards and proficiency-based. As described by Wayside Publishing, “The standards-based Entre Cultures program is all about teaching French language and culture to novice through intermediate learners through the lens of interculturality. Students discover appropriate ways to interact with a variety of perspectives by exploring the lives of teens across the francophone world.” (https://www.waysidepublishing.com/titles/french/entrecultures-1) 

The textbook’s corresponding digital Learning Site is sure to bring an exciting dynamic to our French program as students access authentic resources using their new Chromebooks. 

Additionally, upper wing classes experienced the introduction of a pen pal exchange program with a middle school in France during the 2019-2020 school year. Our goal is to continue this program each year to the extent that it remains feasible with the English program of our partner school in Laval France, Collège Pierre Dubois. This program is an excellent cultural exchange that generates a great deal of enthusiasm among students.

By the end of their nine years of continuous exposure to French at Mount Merici, most MMA students are able to move into a French II program or to study another Romance Language with relative ease and success in any of the area high schools.  

Music

Throughout the music curriculum all students will be introduced to and become familiar with a variety of musical skills and concepts such as rhythm, melody, pitch, harmony, expression and articulation, musical genres, composing, instrument recognition, performance and audience etiquette. The music classroom will use a variety of instruments, songs and activities to help students reach their full musical potential.

Kindergarten through Second Grade

In Kindergarten and first grade students will gain knowledge and understanding of musical skills and concepts by using classroom instruments, body percussion, solfege learning/singing folk songs, and responding to music with movement. Students will be introduced to pitch and melody, rhythm, orchestra instrument families, tempo, basic music notation and proper breathing techniques for singing.

Third Grade through Fifth Grade

In Third grade through Fifth grade students will continue to develop their musical knowledge in rhythm, melody, music notation, solfege, proper singing/ instrument techniques, basic composition, orchestra instruments, and be introduced to different musical genres and composers. Students will also be able to work with a variety of instruments.

Sixth Grade through Eighth Grade

At the junior high level, Students will focus their time on music theory and having the opportunity to apply their skills to different musical instruments. Such as a trumpet, clarinet, flute, saxophone, guitars, keyboards, and violins. Students will also have the opportunity to participate in a small choir to learn proper singing and performing techniques.
